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From Pastor's Desk...
The Goose Story

by Dr. Harry Clarke Noyes
ARCS NEWS, Vol. 7, No. 1, January 1992

Next
fall, when
you see Geese
heading South for
the Winter, flying along
in V formation, you might
consider what science has dis-
covered as to why they fly that way:
as each bird flaps its wings, it creates an
uplift for the bird immediately following. By
flying in V formation the whole flock adds at least

Robin Yoder 71% greater flying range than if each bird flew on its own.
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When
a goose falls
out of formation,
it suddenly feels the drag
and resistance of trying to go it alone
and quickly gets back into formation to take
advantage of the lifting power of the bird in front.

If we have as much sense as a goose,
we will stay in formation
with those who are heuded the same way we are.

When
the Head Goose
gets tired, it rotates back
in the wing and another goose flies point.

It is sensible to take turns doing demanding jobs
with peopie or with geese flying South.
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News from Choir...

Give Choir a try just for Lent! Join us on Thursdays at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary for practice. You
will laugh, sing and enjoy the fellowship as well as the music. Introduce yourself to Carolyn
Rhoads, our Choir Director, and let her know which part you would like to sing.

News from Christian Ed...

Sunday School is open to all children who would like to participate. Children can start at the
age of two or when they are potty trained. Classes are held in the lower level of the church. If
you have other questions about Sunday School, please speak with Pastor Lori, Susan Jacobs, or
Deb Schoenberger.

Confirmation Class:

Let me know if you want to sit in on a class with us. We are learning how to chat with adults as
well as learning about our congregation. Here are the upcoming classes and topics. All are
welcome.

March 1: Sunday, Class noon to 2 p.m. Lower social hall, Time with mentors, making and
sharing lunch together, Let's talk about Lent

March 15: Sunday, 9 a.m. in the lower social hall: What does the Bible say about Lent? (using
our Bibles)

Future dates to be determined soon when spring sport schedules come out.

Let me know when you want to join us so I have enough handouts or enough food :) Welcome
anytime.

Stay tuned for the dates of our Trip to the Synagogue for worship with our Jewish Brothers and
Sisters at Temple Beth El in Allentown. Plus, our trip to Safe Harbor to serve a meal to the
"residents"” there plus play BINGO with them after lunch. All Welcome to go along.

Egg Hunt! Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday, April 5 at 9:30 a.m. for all children up to 6% Grade. Lower
Social Hall at 9:30 a.m. Bring your own bag or basket for hunting. Coins in every egg! Share the
fun with your church friends.

News from Computer and Media Committee...

Worship Livestream

A reminder that our Sunday worship services are livestreamed each week on YouTube and
Facebook and remain available afterward on YouTube. If you're traveling, under the weather, or
unable to attend, you can still stay connected — and feel free to share the link with anyone who
might appreciate worshiping with us.

Watch on our YouTube channel or visit the “Past Worship Services” page on our website.
Questions? Contact Beth Massa.

News from the Evangelism and Membership Committee..

Supper Club - RSVP by Sunday 3/1/2026

When: Wednesday March 4, 2026, 6:00 PM

Where: Morgans

3079 Willow St, Coplay (North Cedar Crest at corner of Willow St.)



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOPeKy5AXhSo7dlO1lVREQA
https://oldzionsucc.org/past-worship-services/

Sunday Brunchers - RSVP by Wednesday 3/11/2026
When: Sunday March 15, 2026, ~ 12 Noon

Where: Mercantile Club

Railroad St., Emmaus

CASH ONLY

Lunch Bunch- RSVP by Sunday 3/22/2026
When: Friday March 27, 2026, 12 Noon

Where: Trivet Restaurant

4102 Chestnut St, Emmaus

Lehigh Valley Phantoms - The Phantoms Ice Hockey Team is hosting a Faith Night on Sunday,
March 15, 2026 with game starting at 3:05 p.m. Ticket cost will be either $22 or $28 per person
depending on seating level. Pregame and during intermission our concourse will have live music.
Following the fame Phantoms player Cooper Marody will host a live testimonial talking about his
upbringing and faith to the congregations in attendance. Please see Jane Bedell, email at
pacelegs@yahoo.com or call her at 610-845-0237 if you are interested in more details.

Our annual OZUCC Night at the Iron Pigs will be on Saturday May 23,
o0 2026, with first pitch at 6:35PM.
e We will again be seated in the Picnic Pavillion and have the buffet
dinner (included in price). This is also a Fireworks show after the game.
e Tickets are still the same price at $28.00 per person

lﬂnﬂ lns e The signup is by Sunday March 29, and we will need your payment at
time of signup.
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New Member Classes will be happening soon. Want to learn more about our Church? Just
join in the discussions on two Sunday mornings on either of two sets of dates: April 12 and 19
or May 17 and 24 at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday in the lower social hall. You are under no obligation
to join, but if you wish to join the church, we will receive hew members on the Second Sunday of
each month (April and May) during our 10:15 a.m. Worship. Please register in advance with
Pastor Lori by calling, emailing or texting her at least a week before the first session. Topics for
discussion include: What IS the United Church of Christ? What IS Old Zionsville UCC? And How
do we work together as a congregation? A tour of the Church building happens on the second
Sunday of each month.

News from the Food Pantry...

We are still serving near record numbers of households. The pipeline of food and grants available
from the government is improving however we continue to spend more on retail purchases.

Any questions, call or text Robin Yoder.

The Zionsville Area Food Pantry is open the 2nd Monday of the month 4:00-6:00 PM and the
Saturday of that same week 10:00 AM-12:00 PM. Zionsville Area Food Pantry is located at
Zion’s Lutheran Church, 5901 Kings Highway South.

Their email address is ZAFP5901@yahoo.com and their mailing address is P.O. Box 56, Old
Zionsville, PA 18068.

Remember, you can bring items to our Church for the Food Pantry at any time. Stuff needed
most for the Food Pantry are: personal care items, paper products, and all kinds of non-
perishable food. Pick up extra at the grocery store and bring it to Church. Place in the shopping
cart in the first-floor social room. Thanks.
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News from the ATF Room...

The next All Things Free Giveaways will be held on March 9, Monday from

=5 5{ ‘ + 4 -6 p.m. and March 14, Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon. Stop by to check it

= t»“- W= ' out. We can always use extra hands! Thanks in advance for serving the Lord.
2 °°"”'°“§°°“”'°” *|: For further information, please contact Pastor Lori Esslinger at 610-393-3522.
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News from the FUN Group...

Faith Jniting Neighbors

CWS Hygiene Collection

This Spring we are planning to order a CWS Hygiene Kit Party Pack. Instead of
asking for people to purchase items and fill a bag with specific items, the Party Pack will
include everything we need to complete the Hygiene Kits.

We are, instead, looking for people to underwrite the cost of the Party Pack.
Please let a member of FUN Group know if you are interested in participating...or you can
put your donation in your envelope and designate it for "Hygiene.”

We have ordered 48 kits and are hoping to put them together on Tuesday 3/17 at
1:30pm. If you would like to join us to assemble the kits, we would love to have you.

Jewelry Fundraiser (3/15/26-4/12/26)

Beginning March 15 there will be a designated locked container in the Narthex to
collect any old, unwanted jewelry you may have. Our proceeds will be determined by
the fair market value of the items collected less 15%. Some items may ultimately be
donated to organizations such as The YMCA Perfect Fit Professional Clothing Boutique,
YMCA Bethlehem Pop Up Prom Shop, and more.

The proceeds from this fundraiser will be included as part of our end of year
distribution. Please see the attached flyer for more information

COMING EVENTS - Mark Your Calendar
e 5/2/2026 - Penny Party

News from Music and Worship Committee...

Second Sunday Treats - Join us for some delicious snacks to boost your energy for Worship,
flavorful coffee and fellowship provided by Wendy and Jack Yeakel in the lower
social hall starting at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, March 8, 2026.

Holy Week Schedule:

Maundy Thursday, April 2 = 7:00 p.m. Communion Worship

Good Friday, April 3 = 7:00 p.m. Worship

Easter Sunday, April 5 - 7:30 a.m. Communion Worship
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Egg Hunt for Children up to 6™ Grade
10:15 a.m. Communion Worship

(Donuts and Coffee will be served between the Services)



https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1773069190904
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1770048790909
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1773501190905
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1769875990909

News from Social and Aid...

March Soup and Sandwich Sale

Social and Aid Committee will be making Corn Pies for the month of March to g;&\
order along with their Ham & Cheese Sandwiches. Orders forms can be found at D ;a
the entrances to the Church and in this newsletter. :

Orders must be received by Sunday, March 8. Pickup will be on Thursday, March
19 from 3:00-5:00pm.

Please note that soup and sandwich pick up will conclude at 5 p.m. from now onward.
Thanks for your help to get there or let them know if you can't make it by 5 p.m. Thank you.

OZUCC Mission Statement

The mission of our Church is to be a congregation devoted to our
community where we experience and share the loving presence of
God by teaching the Good News of Jesus Christ, by celebrating
God’s Word in the Bible, and through loving service to all people.
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In case of inclement weather or ice in the parking lot at the church that you don't have
at home: please look at WFMZ on your computer or on TV for any cancellation or delay
information.

2026 Easter Flower Orders - To place your order for Lilies or Tulips please find the order
forms in the Narthex and in this Newsletter. Drop the order form in the offering plate any
Sunday or call / email the church office. Orders with payment must be received on or before
Sunday March 15, 2026. Cost per 6” pot of Tulips or Lily is $11.50. Please make any checks
payable to "OId Zionsville UCC". Thank you!

Anyone who would like to participate in Old Zionsville UCC's Grief Care sessions this summer
is welcome to sign up and mark your calendars. (upon sign up, you will get a confirmation letter
which will give your more details about the program.)

This group of 9 weekly sessions will begin on the first Wednesday of June. We will meet in the
lower social hall, which is air conditioned, of Old Zionsville United Church of Christ, 5981
Fountain Road, Old Zionsville PA Parking is available in the lot between the church and the
parsonage off of Fountain Road. You may enter the building at the first set of red doors which
are marked for the chair glide which is there to help you get down the stairs or the red door
marked Church office. There is no cost to participate in the program. The modified booklet costs
$8 and is available for purchase at the first session. The whole program will run from June 3 -
July 29 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. each Wednesday night.

There will be snacks and drinks provided each week. Each session consists of a video which
does the teaching portion of the program, some discussion and some take home reflective
reading, exercises and helpful hints to guide you through your grief. These take-home parts of
the program are found in the booklet.

All are welcome to attend as we support you on your grief journey.




To register, contact the Rev. Lori Esslinger at MomAndPastorToo@yahoo.com or call the church
office at 610-966-3601. You can take a look at our web page too for more information about
our church <www.oldzionsucc.org> You do not need to be a member of the church to
participate.

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) - This Lenten Offering supports the disaster, refugee,
and development ministries of the United Church of Christ within Wider Church Ministries.
Through OGHS you engage in holistic development programs including health care, education,
agriculture, food sustainability, micro-financing and women’s empowerment. Because the UCC
relates in mutual partnership to churches and organizations through Global Ministries and
worldwide response and recovery networks, your contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing put
you in the right place at the right time for the relief, accompaniment and recovery of the most
vulnerable. You meet immediate needs and you address the underlying causes that create those
needs in the first place. Envelopes can be found at the end of your pew and at the entrance to
the Church for those wishing to give. This collection began on February 22 - 15t Sunday of Lent
and concludes on Palm Sunday, March 29.

The United Church of Christ is always responsive to disasters both here and globally. If you wish
to donate money to any global disasters, 100% of your donation will go to aid relief. Make your
check payable to Old Zionsville UCC and clearly mark it for Disaster Relief. Thank you

Travel "The Road Home"” with the Lehigh Valley Chorale

Join the Lehigh Valley Chorale on Saturday, May 9, for our spring
THE ROAD concert series, The Road Home, celebrating 10 years of our group.
These concerts are a celebration of where we came from, where we
~are, and where our incredible ensemble is going. Concerts will be
held at Miller Symphony Hall in Allentown at 2:00 and 7:00 PM.

For this historic moment, we will be joined by the Lehigh Valley
Chamber Orchestra, comprising nearly 40 skilled musicians. Works
will include choral-orchestral pieces by George Frideric Handel,
Johannes Brahms, Felix Mendelssohn, Stephen Sondheim, and Christopher Tin. Selected
additional composers include Stephen Paulus, Stacey Gibbs, Charles Albert Tindley, and the
Chorale’s first-ever commission by award-winning composer and conductor Dominick DiOrio.

Tickets are available through the Miller Symphony Hall box office:
https://millersymphonyhall.org/event/lehigh-valley-chorale-presents-the-road-home/.

Keystone Conference of the United Church of Christ’s first Annual Meeting will be held
June 5-7 at Millersville University in Millersville. Overnight accommodations will be on campus as
well as the DoubleTree Hilton in Lancaster. Registration will begin in March 2026.

Our theme is “Joy at the Table Together” and our centering scripture is Acts 2:46-47 “Every day
they met together, breaking bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God.” The meeting will include a Service of Consecration for Keystone Conference.

Speakers will include Rev. Dr. Marcia McFee, author of Think Like a Filmmaker: Sensory-Rich
Worship for Unforgettable Messages; Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson, General Minister and
President of the United Church of Christ; Rev. Dr. Mary Luti, author of Do This: Communion for
Just and Courageous Living; Rev. Greg Edwards, Executive Director of POWER Interfaith,
Secretary Russell Redding, PA Secretary of Agriculture, and Rev. Freeman Palmer, Conference
Minister for the Central Atlantic Conference.

Stay tuned. Registration will open soon.

Annual Reports: if you would like a copy please call or email the church office.


https://millersymphonyhall.org/event/lehigh-valley-chorale-presents-the-road-home/

Our Parking Lot between the church and parsonage is small. It can be difficult to back out
of your space if you park straight in toward the church building and there is someone parked in the
handicap spaces along the parsonage lawn. PLEASE be careful! Park at your own risk in those
handicap spaces. We are working on alternatives and safer ways to park in that little lot. You are
always welcome to park in the front horseshoe and along Fountain Road in the several spots there.

Greeters and Liturgists! Please consider being a Greeter or a Liturgist during Worship. Call the
office or email to get your name added to our List. Thank you!

Approved Consistory Minutes can be found posted on the bulletin board at the side entrance
to the Sanctuary for anyone wishing to take a look!!

Do you have batteries ready to throw away? Don't throw them away! Bring them
to the church to recycle!! We are still collecting all kinds of batteries to recycle
at Staples. To date we have raised over $200 toward Staples purchases. There are
small boxes at the front and ramp doors for your "contributions." Or you can put
bags of batteries outside of Pastor Lori’s office. Thanks! Keep them coming. You are
an awesome support of this interesting way to recycle and get credit at Staples for future
purchases.

Staples will accept the following kinds of batteries for recycling:

Batteries to recycle by bringing them to the boxes at church:
Lithium ion (Li-Ion)
Nickel metal hydride (Ni-MH)
Nickel zinc (Ni-ZN)
Non-rechargeable lithium
Rechargeable nickel cadmium (Ni-Cd)
Single-use alkaline
Small sealed lead acid (SSLA/Pb)
They accept ink cartridges too!

Offering Box - A secure box is located in the rear of the sanctuary for you to deposit your
offering or other important papers if you happen to be in the church when the office isn't open.
It has been secured to the wall and is locked. It will be opened on a Sunday morning so the
offerings in there can be combined with those in worship that day. Thanks for your continued
support of our church.

- Our Church is now equipped with an Assistive Listening System. You provide
‘ your own headphones which can be connected to the transmitter which will allow
&mve  you to more clearly hear the Worship Service or any program being offered in the

AVAILABLE

= Sanctuary. See anyone at the sound booth to inquire.

There are two Bulletin Magnifier Sheets available for you to use in worship. They are the
size of a full sheet of paper and can be found in the side pocket on the sound system. Pick
one up and try it out, then return it to the sound system after worship.

Church Lost and Found Box - is located on top of the mailboxes next to Pastor’s Office. There is
always something in it. Check it out and see if you lost anything! Or call the church office.



2026 Consistory Members & Committees They Represent

Co-Presidents of Consistory: Cheryl Martucci — Christian Ed/Music & Worship
Chris Schell - Cemetery
Secretary of Consistory: Sharon Trexler — Social and Aid, Sonshine Group

Diane Berger — Personnel, F.U.N. Group
Robert Schmeltzle, Jr. - Outlook

Brenda Shoemaker - Property

Susan Hoch - Membership and Evangelism
Amber Kriebel - Scouts

Roger Miller — Outlook, Zionsville Food Pantry
Jack Yeakel

Tammy Walbert - Computer and Media

Church Treasurer: Robin Yoder - Finance

LR Offerings and Donations Received from February
- i i General Use $13,330
-IN lAL Flowers $110
EALTH Benevolence $550
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund $0
All Things Free $30
Cemetery $160
Utilities $70
Building Repair $170
Bulletins $40
Memorial $845
General Expenses $16,240
includes gas $1,586
includes electric $284

Please remember there is a third box on your offering envelopes should you wish to give
offering toward our Parking Lot Maintenance, Cemetery, Building Repairs or any Property
Expenses. Just designate in what area the money should be placed. Thank you.

In order to be reimbursed, or to receive credit as a church donation, original receipts for
labor and materials purchased on behalf of the church must be received in the office within 60
days of the date from purchase.



If you wish to sponsor Bulletins or Flowers, please call the church office, 610-966-3601 or email
at ozuccoffice@ptd.net. Bulletins are $10.00, Altar Flowers are $40.00, our Seasonal silk
arrangement is a donation of $30.00 to our Mission Fund. If you are already signed up to
sponsor Altar Flowers and would like us to use our silk arrangement, please let the office know
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE so Ellie can cancel our arrangement with Rich Mar Florist for that

Sunday. Thank you!

Deadline for material to be included in our April Newsletter is

March 20. Please place all info in the Secretary’s mailbox
or email to the office at ozuccoffice@ptd.net

To add names to our Prayer List please call or email the church office.
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Old Zionsville United Church of Christ

March 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9am Sunday School 10am ATF Sort & Pastor Lori ATF Setup
10:15am Worship Store Office Hours
No Holy 10am-3pm
Communion
12 noon-2pm
Confirmation é6pm Supper
Class 6pm Scouts 7pm Cubs Club, Morgan’s 7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
Hygiene Collection for
CWS
8 Daylight Savings Time | ¢ 10 1 12 13 14
Begins ATF Giveaway Pastor Lori ATF Giveaway -
6-8pm Dilingersville Tpm | Office Hours 10am-12pm
9am Sunday School 10am-3pm
9:45am 2nd Sun. Treats
10:15am Worship
6pm Scouts 7pm Cubs 7pm Finance 7:30pm Choir
Soup & Sandwich 7pm Property 7pm FUN Group Rehearsal
Orders due
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9am Confirmation Pastor Lori 9am-2pm
Class 10am ATF Sort & | Snow Date for Office Hours 3-5pm Soup & Pinewood Derby
9am Sunday School Store Dilingersville 10am-3pm Sandwich Pickup Cub Scouts,
10:15am Worship Meeting at 1pm Lower Social Hall
Loose offering goes 7:30pm Choir 6-8pm Scouts
to our Pastor’s Rehearsal Pinewood Derby
Discretfionary Fund épm Scouts Setup (please
7pm M&W/CE | Cubs 7pm don’t disturb
Consistory Mtg. after setup)
Worship
12 noon Sunday
Brunchers, Mercantile
3:05pm Phantoms
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9am Sunday School 10am ATF Sort & Pastor Lori
10:15am Worship Store Office Hours 12 noon Lunch
10am-3pm Bunch, Trivet
7:30pm Choir
6pm Scouts 7pm Cubs 7pm Cemetery Rehearsal
29 30 31
9am Sunday School 10am ATF Sort &
10:15pm Worship Store
OGHS Dedication
Iron Pigs signup &
payment 6pm Scouts 7pm Cubs




Old Zionsville UCC
P.O. Box 215, Old Zionsville, PA 18068

March is Corn Pie and Sandwich Sale Time

Corn Pies and Ham and Cheese Sandwiches will be offered to
purchase in March by our Social and Aid Committee. Corn Pies are
$8.00 each and sandwiches are $5.00 each. Please make checks
payable to Old Zionsville UCC. Order forms may be dropped in the
offering plate any Sunday during worship service; call or email the
Church office (610-966-3601), ozuccoffice@ptd.net; or Annie Souder
to place your orders. Keep the bottom of this form
for your records if you sell to others. Proceeds will be split between
the Church and Cemetery Association.
Orders must be received by Sunday, March 8, 2026.
The pick-up will be Thursday, March 19, 2026, in our
downstairs Social Hall between 3:00-5:00 p.m.

Name:

Phone:

Total # of Ham & Cheese Sandwiches:
at $5.00 each: $

Total # of Corn Pies at $8.00 each: $

Total Amount Owed: $

Pick up Thursday, March 19, 2026, in our downstairs Social Hall
between 3:00-5:00 p.m.

Name Phone Soup Sandwiches




2026 Easter Flower Orders

To place your order for Lilies or Tulips drop the order form in the offering plate any Sunday or call / email the
church office. Orders with payment must be received on or before Sunday March 15, 2026. Cost per 6” pot of
Tulips or Lily is $11.50. Please make any checks payable to "Old Zionsville UCC". Thank you!

6” LILY 6” Tulip /
White | Yellow [ Orange | Purple | Pink Yellow Orange (/V)v ./\
IN MEMORY OF: PRESENTED BY: W/L ™
21
\ J
IN HONOR OF: PRESENTED BY:

Total number of Plants x$11.50=5

Amount Enclosed

2026 Easter Flower Orders

To place your order for Lilies or Tulips drop the order form in the offering plate any Sunday or call / email the
church office. Orders with payment must be received on or before Sunday March 15, 2026. Cost per 6” pot of
Tulips or Lily is $11.50. Please make any checks payable to "Old Zionsville UCC". Thank you!

6” LILY 6” Tulip /i
White | Yellow | Orange | Purple | Pink Yellow Orange (}Uv )\
IN MEMORY OF: PRESENTED BY: (DUQQ>
NS
IN HONOR OF: PRESENTED BY:

Total number of Plants x$11.50=§

Amount Enclosed




Faith Uniting Neighbors (aka FUN) Group

Jewelry Fundraiser

3/15/26 — 4/12/26
Time to clean out that old jewelry box or drawer!
DONATE your unwanted, used jewelry...

Men’s, women’s, gold, silver, new, old, estate, vintage, modern, fine,
costume, watches, cufflinks, tie clips/tacks, class rings, service
pins, bracelets, etc.

Even broken pieces, broken watches, tangled chains, &

single earrings.
ALL items welcome! ANY condition!

PLEASE NOTE: YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE ANY MONEY FOR YOUR
DONATION.

If you want a receipt for tax purposes, include your name and
address in/on the box or bag you donate.

Place your donations in a sealed plastic bag or small box and drop

it in the designated locked container in the church Narthex.

Feel free to share with your family, friends and neighbors.

Proceeds will go out into the community as part of our end of
year distributions.

Thank you for your support!




